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Overview

• January 4 - 7, 2022
• Schools open for limited number of students
• Some key planning and preparation

• January 10, 2022 –
• All students return from Winter Break
• What we can expect
• Planning for the potential of functional closures



Background

On Wednesday, December 29, 2021, the Province announced 
enhanced safety measures and a delayed start to the return of 
school for K-12 students to Monday, January 10, 2022

• Schools remain open January 4 - 7, 2022 to limited number of 
students

• School and district staff in schools – preparing and planning for 
announced changes

• implementation of enhanced health and safety 
guidelines

• assessing and planning for potential workforce/staffing 
shortages



Guiding Principles – Ministry of Education

• Enhance health and safety

• Support for essential service workers

• Support for vulnerable students

• Provide continuity of learning



Health and Safety

• Facilities update – purchase of classroom air-scrubbers

• Burnaby School District Communicable Disease Prevention COVID-19 Staff 
Handbook updates

• While health and safety measures remained in the school district prior to the 
enhanced measures announced, the following provide a snapshot of 
measures reinforced/revisited given the Omicron variant:

• Implementation of strategies that prevent crowding during class 
transition times

• School gatherings and events (ie. assemblies) virtually
• Staff-only gatherings (ie. meetings, professional development) virtually
• Limit visitors to those supporting activities directly benefitting student 

learning and well-being (ie. teacher candidates, meal program 
volunteers)

• Pause extracurricular sports tournaments (practices during the week 
of Jan 4 – 7)



Health and Safety

• Daily Health Check

• Stay home when sick

• Wear masks

• Practice proper hand washing

• Maintain physical distance



Some Preparation and Planning

• Updating resources 

• Archiving lessons and materials online

• Professional development

• Outreach and connection
• Cultural activities with Elders shifted to online
• Recording cultural teachings
• Online support for LGBTQ+ students
• Planning for students with diverse abilities and disabilities



Some Preparation and Planning

• ELL assessments planning for online

• Establishing Ed Tech schedules of support

• Community and Continuing Education moved programs 
online and re-scheduling all in-person practicums

• Communication with childcare operators

• Needs assessments – meals, technology (device and network 
access)

• Communication plans





Four Important Messages from 
Fraser Health Authority

• Changes to Contact Tracing for COVID-19 in K-12 settings
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/if-you-have-
covid-19

• Enhanced Safety Measures for Schools
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-
to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidelines-
addendum.pdf

• Reminders to Staff and Students returning from International Travel
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/health-safety/travel-health-notices/226
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-vaccinated-
travellers-entering-canada

• Vaccination
https://www.getvaccinated.gov.bc.ca/s/

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/if-you-have-covid-19
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidelines-addendum.pdf
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/health-safety/travel-health-notices/226
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-vaccinated-travellers-entering-canada
https://www.getvaccinated.gov.bc.ca/s/


Changes to Contact Tracing for 
COVID-19 in K-12 Settings 

The Omicron variant spreads rapidly and, as such, contact tracing is a less effective 
measure in the timely management of COVID-19. What this means is that Public Health 
is no longer able to contact everyone who tests positive. Individuals who test positive 
for COVID-19 should follow advice from the BC Centre for Disease Control, found here: 
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/if-you-have-covid-19 , 
which includes:

• How long to self-isolate depending on vaccination status
• How to report a positive test result
• How to notify close contacts

As Public Health is not contacting every person who tests positive, school exposures will 
not be issued by Public Health for individual cases. In the event of a declared 
outbreak, Public Health will issue a public notification.

Public Health will continue to work with schools if, for example, there is a significant 
increase in absenteeism that is atypical for the time of year, and actions are to be 
taken, such as notification to the parents and guardians of the affected grade or 
school community.

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/if-you-have-covid-19








Enhanced Safety Measures in Schools

Enhanced measures have been added to school safety plans to prevent and 
limit COVID-19 transmission in school settings. The updated measures can be 
found here: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-
grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidelines-
addendum.pdf.

It remains important that staff and students continue following public health 
measures, such as good hand hygiene, staying home when sick, wearing a mask 
that fits well and covers both the nose and the mouth, and getting vaccinated.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidelines-addendum.pdf


Reminders to Staff and Students 
Returning from International Travel

On December 15, 2021, Canadians were advised to avoid non-essential travel 
outside of Canada, regardless of vaccination status: 
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/health-safety/travel-health-notices/226 . As of 
January 7, 2022, this advisory has remained in effect.

For those returning to Canada:
• Parents and guardians are reminded that, as of January 7th, 2022:

• Unvaccinated and partially vaccinated children and youth up to and 
including 17 years of age are subject to the 14 day quarantine 
requirement.

• During quarantine, these children are not to attend school in-person.
• Families planning to travel or have returned from international travel should 

check this website for the most up-to-date quarantine and testing 
requirements: https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-
vaccinated-travellers-entering-canada

https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/health-safety/travel-health-notices/226
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-vaccinated-travellers-entering-canada


Vaccination

Anyone five years of age and older is eligible for the vaccine. Parents can register 
their child in the Get Vaccinated provincial system to be notified of when their 
child can get vaccinated.

Please visit https://www.getvaccinated.gov.bc.ca/s/ for information on 
registering for the vaccine and how to book an appointment.

https://www.getvaccinated.gov.bc.ca/s/








Health Closure vs. Functional Closure

Health Closure
A public health closure is the temporary closing of a school by 
order of a Medical Health Officer when they determine it is 
necessary to prevent the excessive transmission of a 
communicable disease (e.g., COVID-19)

Functional Closure
A functional closure of a school is a temporary closure 
determined by a school district due to a lack of staff to provide 
the required level of teaching, supervision, support, and/or 
custodial to ensure the health and safety of students. This would 
likely be due to a high number of staff or certain employees 
away who are required for a school to function, and the inability 
to temporarily replace them.



School-Associated COVID-19 Activity
Some Key Action for Staff, Students, Parents

• Completing a daily health check, regularly monitor for symptoms of 
illness and stay home when sick.

• Completing any reporting tool provided by public health if they test 
positive for COVID-19.

• Specifying that the absence is illness-related when notifying their 
school of an absence.
• As supported by public health, students and staff do not need to 

disclose if their absence is specific to COVID-19, however those 
who test positive for COVID-19 should be diligent in ensuring their 
school is aware that their absence is illness-related.

• Continuing to follow public health guidance and recommendations.



School-Associated COVID-19 Activity
Some Key Actions for School District

• Track and report daily attendance rates (staff and students 
away)

• Identify illness-related absenteeism

• Compare current attendance rates to previous year(s)

• Watch for current public health potential activity signals 
related to attendance

• School attendance is 10% below historical normal
• If fewer than 75% of students in a grade in attendance
• A functional closure is being considered or 

implemented











Role of Rapid Antigen Tests

• Public Health continues to direct how rapid antigen tests are 
best utilized as part of the Provincial Pandemic Response, 
including when and how they are deployed for school 
specific use.

• To date, rapid antigen tests have been utilized in K-12 schools 
when determined necessary by the responsible Medical 
Health Officer as part of Public Health response to clusters and 
outbreaks.

• As more supply becomes available, school districts have been 
advised that rapid antigen tests will increasingly be available 
for use in k-12 schools to support continuity of learning and 
keeping schools open, under continued direction of Medical 
Health Officers.



COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test Deployment –
Information for the K-12 Sector

• The province has provided an initial allocation of self-
administered COVID-19 rapid antigen tests for immediate use 
in the K-12 sector.

• These tests are being provided to support at home testing of 
symptomatic employees and are an additional tool to support 
continuity of learning in our schools.

• Testing continues to be available for individuals when 
recommended by public health and for use by Medical 
Health Officers.

• It is expected more tests will arrive from the Government of 
Canada later in January that will support the expanded use of 
rapid tests within the sector.





Ongoing Preparation and Planning

District Pandemic Response Team
• CUPE Local 379 
• Burnaby Teachers’ Association
• Burnaby Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association
• District Parent Advisory Council
• Superintendent
• Secretary-Treasurer
• Manager Health and Safety
• Managing Director, Communications and Community 

Engagement
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